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AT the beginning of a new year, and with a change in title, we think it advisable to re-
state our editorial policy, so that no reader need be under any misapprehension as to our
precise position and outlook.

Studies in Comparative Religion is devoted to the exposition of the teachings,
spiritual methods, symbolism, and other facets of the religious traditions of the world,
together with the traditional arts and sciences which have sprung from those religions. It
IS not sectarian and, inasmuch as it is not tied to the interests of any particular religious
group, it is free to lay stress on the common spirit underlying the various religious forms.

One of our primary aims is to meet the need for accurate information created by the
now world-wide interest in the question of 'oecumenical relations' between the great
religions, by providing a forum where writers of proven authority can exchange views on
various aspects of religious life, doctrinal, historical, artistic and mystical, not forgetting
the element of personal experience and reminiscence.

By collecting accurate information about the great religions under their many aspects
and rendering them available to interested readers we feel we are fulfilling a very
pressing need of our time and also contributing in a practical manner to the cause of inter-
religious understanding. If there is to be an effective measure of this under-standing at
any level this can only be on the basis of accurate presentation both of teachings and
facts. An ill-informed benevolence is no substitute for genuine insight, based on
information that is neither willfully distorted nor confined to the surface of things.

In this manner we think that we are best serving the interest of our readers in their
search for truth.

Following our change of title we have decided to begin a new series of volumes. This
issue thus becomes number one of volume one.
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